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If you have questions please contact jannetbenz@yahoo.com
About Earth Day 

Earth Day was first suggested by John McDonnell (from the United States) in 1969 at a UNESCO Conference on the Environment. The United Nations began an Earth Day celebration on the March Equinox and continued this celebration every year since. 

Responding to global warming and other environmental degradation, Gaylord Nelson (a Wisconsin Senator) called for an environmental teach-in to be held on April 22, 1970. This Earth Day involved over 2000 colleges and universities and roughly 10,000 primary and secondary schools. The main purpose of the day is to promote environment awareness and reform.

Earth Day is still celebrated on 2 days - the March Equinox and April 22nd. The April date usually involves more schools. In fact, Earth Week has evolved from this precious day allowing students, teachers and parents to have more time to learn about environmental awareness. 

Earth day is intended for all of us to recognize how we influence our limited resources from our planet. There are often activities, campaigns and events scheduled on this day to promote awareness of Earth issues. You may choose to participate in a local event or start your own!  Some ideas that you could put in motion are:

· Bring a “0” lunch box to school everyday (only reusable items in the lunchbox; NO plastic bags, juice pouches or aseptic boxes)

· Pick up trash around school to keep our campus clean
· Have your class “adopt” a recycle bin on campus and bag the recycling for RECYCLE FRIDAYs.
· Help Mom and Dad with recycling/composting at home

· Take the cafeteria compost to the garden and see where it goes
Earth Week Activities Overview -- 2013: 

1. ZERO WASTE lunchbox challenge (everyday, Monday – Friday) – 
     All students/classrooms will be challenged to bring a ZERO WASTE lunchbox to school    

     EVERYDAY.  Will your class meet the challenge? GOAL:  Every student (& teacher!) has 
     a ZERO waste lunchbox everyday!   Can you do this EVERY WEEK?  
     TEACHERS:  audit student lunchboxes every morning and chart the number of “0” 
     waste lunchboxes vs. total # of students in attendance.   A chart is provided in your 
    Earth Week activity folder.  Please post the chart outside your classroom door. 
    On Friday, place the completed chart in your Earth Week folder and return it to the 

    office.  We will calculate the winning class. 

2. The Earth Week Pledge (Monday) - Grades K – 5 

           (Grades 6-8 you are welcome to have your students participate).  

           Earth Week activity folder contains a pledge page.  Please read and discuss the   

pledge with students; have them take the pledge, sign the sheet and post it prominently in your classroom as a daily reminder.
3. POSTER  Challenge  - (any day,  Monday – Thursday, your choice ) Each class is invited to create a POSTER (not bigger than 24 x 36) demonstrating good environmental stewardship & WHY this is important e.g. showing the use of the 4R’s, REDUCE (power, water, trash...), REUSE (lunch box containers, paper, supplies…), RECYCLE (water bottles, paper, aluminum cans, …), ROT (compost lunch scraps, chart how composting works at school).   Place the poster on the outside of your classroom for all to see.  
4. Grade level program (DVD) /activity/reading - (any day,  Monday – Thursday, your choice ) Each grade level has a different Educational DVD and activity.  A copy of the program DVD for your grade is provided in your Earth Week folder.  DVD’s are to be returned (to Lindsey) at the end of Earth Week in your Earth Week folder.  Activities can be accessed on-line with the provided link and are generally puzzles, word scrambles, etc.  To get a copy the book listed for your grade visit our school library.  NOTE:  Not all books are currently available in our Sunol Glen School Library.  Green Team hopes to donate a copy of each of the books listed, as funding permits.  
5. EARTH WEEK rotations (Friday afternoon) – All students will participate in educational activities following lunch.  Students will rotate through various educational stations set-up around campus.  TEACHERS:  You will bring your students to each station for approx. 15 min.  You will be notified of your rotational sequence as the date gets closer.  Some examples of stations from 2012:   Composting, Water Shed, growing organic crops, “garbology”, water conservation bookmarkers.
EARTH WEEK ACTIVITIES by Day 
Teacher  Note:  The DVD’s & suggested reading material have been selected with your grade level in mind.  In an effort to streamline the annual Earth Week actvities your grade will utilize the same DVD, puzzles & reading material *each year.  As the students matriculate through our school they will be exposed to all the programs & material listed plus any additional special activities organized by the Earth Week Coordinator.  
	GRADE
	Educational DVD
Please view  the DVD & discuss the program with your students one day this week, Mon - TH. 

	Monday
Earth Week Pledge 
+
Lunchbox Challenge/ Reading*
	Tuesday
Lunchbox Challenge
+

Puzzles

	Wednesday
Lunchbox Challenge
+

Poster Project

(OR another convenient day (M-TH))

	Thursday
Lunchbox Challenge
+

Poster Project

(OR another convenient day (M-TH))

	Friday
Lunchbox Challenge
+

Earth Week ROTATIONS

K-4 lunch11:50-12:30

5-8 lunch 12:40-1:15

	K/1


	Kids Talkin’ Trash

Alameda Co. Waste Management

AND

ZunZun’s “Saving Blue”

Alameda Co. Water District

	Earth Week Pledge

***AND ***
Scarecrow

By Cynthia Rylant
ISBN#  0-15-201084-X
	Acrostic poem worksheet: 
http://www.apples4theteacher.com/holidays/earth-day/printables/acrostic.html 
	POSTER 
Project

Wed. or Thur.

+

BOOK SWAP

@ lunch & after school

(students who brought books to school on MON. received a ticket to SWAP for a “new” used book today)
	POSTER project


	Lunch:
K-4  - 11:50-12:10

Then to -Trashin’Fashion

PLUS Earth week rotations.
Teachers you will escort your students to each rotation.  A schedule will be provided.

	2/3


	Magic School Bus – The Rot Squad

AND

Do the ROT Thing
-- Alameda Co. Waste Mgmt.
	Earth Week Pledge
           *****

(2nd)The Great Trash Bash 

By Loreen Leedy
ISBN#0-8234-0869-8
(3rd)All the magic in the World

By
WendyHartman
ISBN # 0-525-45092-0
	Alpha order worksheet:
http://www.apples4theteacher.com/holidays/earth-day/printables/alpha.html 
Answer sheet: http://www.apples4theteacher.com/holidays/earth-day/printables/alpha-ans.html 
	POSTER 

Project

Wed. or Thur.
+

BOOK SWAP

@ lunch & after school

(students who brought books to school on MON. received a ticket to SWAP for a “new” used book today)
	POSTER project

	See notes for K/1.  

Same activities/ timeline for grades K - 4

	GRADE
	Educational DVD
Please view & discuss the program with your students one day, Mon - TH. 

	Monday
Earth Week Pledge 
+
Lunchbox Challenge/ Reading*
	Tuesday
Lunchbox Challenge
+

Puzzles

	Wednesday
Lunchbox Challenge
+
Poster Project

(OR another convenient day (M-TH))

	Thursday
Lunchbox Challenge
+

Poster Project

(OR another convenient day (M-TH))
	Friday
Lunchbox Challenge
+

Earth Week ROTATIONS

K-4 lunch11:50-12:30

5-8 lunch 12:40-1:15

	4


	Bill Nye the Science Guy --

Garbage


	Earth Week Pledge
*****

Crosby

By Dennis Laseley
ISBN # 0-15-200929-2

AND/OR

There’s a Hair in My Dirt!

By Gary Larson
ISBN # 0-06-019104-X


	Earth Day word scramble: 

http://www.apples4theteacher.com/holidays/earth-day/printables/word-jumble.html 

Answer sheet:

http://www.apples4theteacher.com/holidays/earth-day/printables/word-jumble-ans.html  
	POSTER 

Project

Wed. or Thur.
+

BOOK SWAP

@ lunch & after school

(students who brought books to school on MON. received a ticket to SWAP for a “new” used book today)
	POSTER project


	See notes for K/1.  

Same activities/ timeline for grades K - 4

	5


	Bill Nye the Science Guy --

Pollution


	Earth Week Pledge
*****

Galimoto

By Karen Lynn Williams
ISBN# 0-688-10991-8

AND/OR
There’s a Hair in My Dirt!

By Gary Larson
ISBN # 0-06-019104-X


	Earth day word search:

http://www.apples4theteacher.com/holidays/earth-day/printables/word-search.html 

Answer sheet: 

http://www.apples4theteacher.com/holidays/earth-day/printables/word-search-ans.html 
	POSTER 

Project

Wed. or Thur.

+

BOOK SWAP

@ lunch & after school

(students who brought books to school on MON. received a ticket to SWAP for a “new” used book today)
	POSTER project


	Lunch:

5-8 -12:40 – 1:00

Then to -Trashin’Fashion

PLUS Earth week rotations.
Teachers you will escort your students to each rotation.  A schedule will be provided.

	GRADE
	Educational DVD
Please view & discuss the program with your students one day, Mon - TH. 

	Monday
Earth Week Pledge 
+
Lunchbox Challenge/ Reading*
	Tuesday
Lunchbox Challenge
+

Puzzles

	Wednesday
Lunchbox Challenge
+

Poster Project

(OR another convenient day (M-TH))
	Thursday
Lunchbox Challenge
+

Poster Project

(OR another convenient day (M-TH))
	Friday
Lunchbox Challenge
+

Earth Week ROTATIONS

5-8 lunch 12:40-1:15

	6


	Eco Company

PET Recycling
	Earth Week Pledge
****

Electric Kid

By Garry Kilworth
ISBN# 0-380-72847-8


	Challenge word search: 

http://www.apples4theteacher.com/holidays/earth-day/printables/word-search-challenge.html 

Answer Sheet: 

http://www.apples4theteacher.com/holidays/earth-day/printables/word-search-challenge-ans.html 
	POSTER 

Project

Wed. or Thur. 
+

BOOK SWAP

@ lunch & after school

(students who brought books to school on MON. received a ticket to SWAP for a “new” used book today)
	POSTER project


	See notes for 5th grade.  

Same activities/ timeline for grades 5-8

	7


	Eco Company

Five Ocean Gyres
	Earth Week Pledge
****

How Come the Best Clues are Always in the Garbage?

By Linda Bailey
ISBN# 0-8075-3410-2
	7th-8th gr -- Zero Footprint calculator: http://calc.zerofootprint.net/youth/ 
and /or see activity for 6th Grade
	POSTER 

Project

Wed. or Thur.
+

BOOK SWAP

@ lunch & after school

(students who brought books to school on MON. received a ticket to SWAP for a “new” used book today)
	POSTER project


	See notes for 5th grade.  

Same activities/ timeline for grades 5-8

	8


	Eco Company

Household Toxins 

AND (if time permits)

Bag-it! 

A documentary

Filmmaker Susan Beraza (60 min.)
	Earth Week Pledge
****

The Trouble with Gramary

By Betty Levin
ISBN# 0-688-07370-7
	7th-8th gr -- Zero Footprint calculator: http://calc.zerofootprint.net/youth/ 
and /or see activity for 6th Grade
	POSTER 

Project

Wed. or Thur.
+

BOOK SWAP

@ lunch & after school

(students who brought books to school on MON. received a ticket to SWAP for a “new” used book today)
	POSTER project


	See notes for 5th grade.  

Same activities/ timeline for grades 5-8


*NOTE:  Earth Week ‘12 – Not all reading materials listed are currently available.  Check the Sunol Glen Library.  Green Team plans to purchase the listed items and donate to the Sunol Glen Library as funding permits. 

